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Media Center Closed to Students for Testing 
We are sorry for the inconvenience, but the media center will be CLOSED to students all day (including before school, after school and during lunch) on the following days due to testing: MONDAY, OCTOBER 3rd (to reimage the media lab and test the infrastructure to prepare for testing) and WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12th through WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19th (for FCAT testing). Teachers will still be able access the media center to check out materials and use the processing rooms. If testing is in session, please use the back hallway through O wing to access media materials and do not do anything that would disrupt the testing environment. Thank you for your patience! 
Media Center Website Tips 
Please continue to check out the media center website as it is growing and changing daily. I am creating resource pages for courses (currently I have a pages for Economics and English I), so e-mail me if you want your course to be next! Remember to have your students use correct citations to avoid plagiarizing when using various resources for your assignments. To make this easy for you, point them to the tab labeled “Research Tools for Students” on the media center website! You can access the media center website on the link on the SCHS website or directly by going to www.SpruceCreekMedia.weebly.com.
Search Our Catalog

Remember, if you are looking for a DVD or book to use in your classroom, you can search the on-line catalog to see if it is checked out before you come to the media center. You can access the media center website on the link on the SCHS website or directly by going to www.SpruceCreekMedia.weebly.com. Just look for the on-line catalog on the home page!

Technology Help Available

Please don’t ever hesitate to ask me for some help with technology. I do not know all the answers, but I am always happy to find answers if I don’t have them or point you in the direction of someone who does know the answer! 
Google Docs

Are you sick of students telling you that they don’t have something saved or that they lost a flashdrive? Tired of risking your computer catching a virus every time a student wants to plug a flash drive into it to print something? Do you wish that there was a free and easy way for students to collaborate on their writing? You should check out Google Docs- it may be the answer to your problems! It is a free “cloud based” program, meaning it is entirely housed on the internet with no software to install (so you can use it on any device with internet access), that mimics WORD, POWERPOINT and EXCEL. 
If you have a G-mail account, you already have a Google Docs account- if not, it is just a few simple steps to create an account. Please check out the link on the media center website (under important links) and/or come see me for a quick tutorial on all of the ways it can help you in your classroom! No more flash drives! Best of all, students can fully collaborate on one document from wherever they are- even on their phone. They can share the document with you and you can offer feedback wirelessly if you choose!     

Edmodo Tips

Remember that there is a course on the VCS website to help you get started in Edmodo. To locate the Edmodo course in Propeller, do the following: Log in to blackboard. Click on the Propeller tab at the top. Open the Propeller Studio folder in the Propeller Class Catalog module. Find PS.Edmodo and click on the down arrows to the right of it and select Enroll. That will take you to the Edmodo course in Propeller. School codes, tutorials and user guides just waiting for you!
Cool Test Review Scavenger Hunt Idea

So many students have smart phones sitting in their pockets just itching to be put to good use! Here is a website that lets you create a scavenger hunt where you print out QR codes for teams of students to scan (only one student on the team would need to have a smart phone) to provide questions and for a review. You simply create the scavenger hunt and hang up QR codes around the school for them to find. What a great way to get them up and moving while reviewing for a test! Check it out: http://www.classtools.net/QR/index.php 
Google Custom Search
Did you know that you can create a custom search engine to use with your students? Take those countless links that you have been stockpiling in your favorites and create a search engine that limits their searches to what you want them to find! Check it out at: http://www.google.com/educators/p_cse.html
Copy Center/ Irpilator

Remember that you don’t need to use the irpilator over and over again to send the same files- it is just a glorified scanner! You can access the pdf files of the materials you scanned on the VCS website under “Copy Center” which can be found after you login in the Technology & Equipment section. You can also access it here: http://irp.volusia.k12.fl.us/. Simply locate the files you have recently sent to the copy center and download them to your computer so that next time you can print them from your desk! 
 Fake Facebook for Class Assignments
Are you interested in incorporating your students’ love of facebook into a lesson? Try having them create mock facebook pages for historical or literary figures on http://www.myfakewall.com/
Safari Montage Update

If you are having any issues accessing Safari Montage, please e-mail me and I will be happy to come help you. (The most frequent issues are because teachers don’t have the updates installed or they haven’t cleared their passwords from memory.) I will also be happy to create a customized playlist for you if you tell me what you are looking for in your class! 

Media Release/ Internet Access/ PG-13 Movie Forms

The district has asked us to move away from a school-wide form for PG-13 movies. Next year, the PG-13 release will be the responsibility of the individual teacher for his/her classroom. The Internet access form has been updated to reflect changes in technology. We will use the new form starting next year. For now, be sure to be checking the file on the I-Drive with the names of students who still have not turned in a yellow media release form from your classes. Thank you for your help!
What The Kids Are Reading
The most frequently checked out books this month were 
1. Impulse by Ellen Hopkins 
2. Crank by Ellen Hopkins
3. Amelia’s War by Ann Rinaldi
4.  If You Really Loved Me by Anne Schraff
5. The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
6. Thirteen Reasons Why: a Novel by Jay Asher
7. Burned by Ellen Hopkins
8. A Child Called “It” by David Pelzer
9. The Dangerous Days of Daniel X by James Patterson
10. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
Thank you for your continued support of our program. Please let us know how we can support you! 

