SCHS Media Minutes

A newsletter to update you on technology tips and tricks you can use along with media center updates.

Issue #3 2011-2012, December 2,2011

Media Center Closed to Students
We are sorry for the inconvenience, but the media center will be CLOSED to students on: 
Tues. 12/6- Closed all day (Science Fair)
Wed. 12/7- Closed all day, reopen after school (Science Fair)
Mon. 12/12- Closed all day, reopen after school (Science Testing)
Tues. 12/13- Closed after school (Poetry Out Loud)
Wed. 12/14- Closed after school (Clicker Workshop)

MIS/Technology Service Requests

Please note the following changes and clarifications from Technology Services due to a decline in the capital budget:

1.
Technology Services will now only provide batteries for audio enhancements. We must provide our own batteries for everything else. 
2.
They will not be providing an additional or replacement wireless mouse. They can provide a wired mouse if the user puts in a request. 

3.
They are unable to replace or add new printers as a standard practice. All users should have access to a network printer in a relatively close proximity. 
Research/ Plagiarism/MLA Format Lessons On-Line 
I have just finished teaching junior and senior IB students a lesson on plagiarism, how to cite sources and how to find quality sources. The prezi that I used for the presentation is on the media center website for anyone to access, so please check it out if your students (or you) need a refresher in any of these topics! Remember to have your students use correct citations to avoid plagiarizing when using various resources for your assignments. To make this easy for you, point them to the tab labeled “Research Tools for Students” on the media center website and access all of the resources, videos, etc. that I have pulled. You can access the media center website on the link on the SCHS website or directly by going to www.SpruceCreekMedia.weebly.com.
Clicker Workshop
I have scheduled a clicker workshop with Linda Pingrey from the district instructional technology department for December 14th from 1:50-3:50. The teachers who have responded to me to tell me that they are attending are Cooney, Sutton, Croak, Milford, Duncan, Wagner, Prospect, Schneider, Augat, Hall, Holcomb, Rager, and Wilson. If you are interested in learning more about how to incorporate this technology into your classroom, please plan to attend! The media center has 5 clicker sets that are able to be checked out on a daily basis.   
Lesson Idea: Using Google Docs for Collaboration 
One of the coolest features of Google Docs is that students can collaborate and actually type at the same time on the same document. What if you used this feature in a lesson where students work with a partner…….on the opposite side of the computer lab! This newspaper article is about a middle school in Iowa where students are using the application to collaborate on an original narrative essay. "The students are taking turns writing sentences, and they are mentally engaged [during] the whole class period," teacher Brenda Knobloch said. "While they are not typing, they are reading and anticipating the evolution of the [essay] plot." Cresco Times-Plain Dealer (Iowa)

Bring Your Own Technology Strikes Fear In Many Teachers When It Shouldn’t
We have students sitting in our classrooms with tiny computers in their pockets that are more powerful than half of the computers on this campus. The day is coming when we will be asked to harness that technology for good instead of constantly just fighting with the students to keep them from texting. That day has come for several pilot schools in Volusia County where teachers are testing out BYOT programs and working out some issues before the program rolls out to more schools. So far the students and teachers are loving it! With that in mind, I have found a blog post I would like to share with you. Lisa Nielsen, the author of "Teaching Generation Text: Using Cell Phones to Enhance Learning" and "The Innovative Educator" blog, believes it is time to shatter a few myths about students bringing their own devices (BYOD) to school. She shares her thoughts in this article in T.H.E. Journal. 
Edmodo Media Center Groupies
Encourage your students to become Media Center Groupies on EDMODO to stay caught up on all of the latest news and information! They can earn badges, participate in polls and stay informed. Of course, you should join too! Just enter the group code gk4rgi. I recently posted: “Hey SCHS media center groupies! Pretend you are hosting a dinner party where you can invite one author, one politician, one historical figure (living or dead), one celebrity and one of your teachers. Who do you invite?” The answers were hilarious! Want to know who they invited? Here is a sneak peak: one dinner party will include Carl Sagan, Thomas Paine, Julius Caesar, Morgan Freeman and Mrs. Grusauskas. Join the group to find out the rest! You don’t want to miss seeing who is invited to the dinner party with Mr. Prince….
Twitter Can Be a Valuable Professional Development Tool
I must admit that, while I signed up for Twitter a year ago, I have not spent much time exploring how it could help me as an educator. This blog post from elementary school principal Peter DeWitt has inspired me to do more digging. He suggests reasons school teachers should use Twitter as a tool for sharing professional information and resources by connecting with educators from all over the world. Education Week/Finding Common Ground blog  
Flipping Your Classroom

Harvard Education LetterFlipped classrooms are all the buzz in the education field, so you have probably heard the term, but you may not have done much research to find out exactly what the buzz is all about. This article titled “Flipping for Beginners” explains the process for using a "flipped" instructional model, where online media is used to access classroom lectures at home and hands-on learning and small-group work is the focus in the classroom. Sites like Kahn Academy can be used with the flipped instructional method. (By the way- Kahn Academy is set to allow teachers to upload their own instructional videos and create and customize their own "knowledge maps" for their classes soon.)    
Thinking Maps

On Thursday, December 1st, we hosted a workshop in the media center on thinking maps. Thinking maps are similar to graphic organizers, but they differ in the fact that it is a set of 8 universal patterns that can be applied across grades and disciplines. These patterns are based on brain research and have been used for over 30 years with positive results. I would like to share some of what I learned with you. One of the 8 maps is called the double bubble, and it is similar to a Venn Diagram. It is used for comparing and contrasting any two things. The advantage it has over the Venn Diagram is the fact that you can add as many (or as few) bubbles as are needed for whatever you are comparing.  Try it out with your students the next time you are doing an activity where you would normally use a Venn Diagram! 
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Asking for an IPad for Christmas or Hanukah ?

There are SO many ways you can incorporate an iPad into your classroom. If you buy an adaptor (about $30), you can connect it to your projector and use the various apps with your classes! For example, AirSketch is a free app for iPads that works like a whiteboard that allows you to annotate from anywhere in the room. No more need for a mobi! There are also countless reading apps that would allow you to project a text onto your screen for class read-alouds, etc.  Just tell your family you can write it off as a business expense…..
Looking for Free On-Line Access to Textbooks

While many of our textbooks are not currently available for free on-line, some teachers have found a way to work around the issue by using a combination of classroom texts and flexbooks that provide the complete text on-line for free. Here is a website that has gathered flexbooks for many subjects, check to see if yours is available:  http://www.ck12.org/flexbook/   

FREE e-books

Project Gutenberg offers over 36,000 free ebooks (classics that are out of copyright) to download to your PC, Kindle, Android, iOS or other portable device. Choose between ePub, Kindle, HTML and simple text formats. You can find out more at http://www.gutenberg.org/.  

Gamification of Your Classroom

“A new way to manage classroom instruction is slowly creeping into the world of education:  ‘Gamification’. Gamifying simply means turning the class content and the way students learn into a game with a rewards system, quests, experience levels, and healthy competition.” Is your interest peaked? Read on at http://www.mrdaley.com/wordpress/2011/07/27/education-levels-up-a-newbs-guide-to-gamifying-your-classroom/
Edit Photos On-line For Free- Student Projects

Imagine the dynamic projects and presentations students could create with access to free photo editing software. Just introduce them to Picnik, a free website that allows you to edit images on-line without a login! http://www.picnik.com/
New Scanner in the Media Center
I have purchased a scanner for teacher use in the media center that is capable of scanning both sides of a large number of pages into one pdf file quickly and easily. If you would like me to show you how to use it, please stop by and see me. 
What The Kids Are Reading
The most frequently checked out books this month were: 
1. The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
2. Crank by Ellen Hopkins
3. City of Bones by Cassandra Clare
4. Fallout by Ellen Hopkins
5. Identical by Ellen Hopkins
6. Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins
7. City of Ashes by Cassandra Clare
8. Paranormalcy by Kiersten White
9. 1st to Die by James Patterson
10. Burned by Ellen Hopkins
Thank you for your continued support of our program. Please let us know how we can support you! 
